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Turkey, and of which the British Government is seeking its best
to obtain acceptance. But it does seem as if there are some
among the Indian Moslems who are more anxious to find fault
with the British Government and more desirous of embarrassing
the British Rule in India than they are of recognizing the efforts
that are made to placate, and indeed even to content, the Indian
Moslems. There is at the present moment a recrudescence of
the tendency in some quarters to represent Great Britain as
hostile to Islam, and to indulge in references to the attitude of
His Majesty's Government towards the Kemalist Government
at Angora, which do not seem to be warranted by the facts.
The rumour that an ultimatum has been presented to that
Government by the British is, so far as I am aware, untrue.
I don't know whence the rumour comes, I have heard nothing
of it. His Majesty's ministers have on repeated occasions
emphatically contradicted the suggestion that they are giving
the Greeks any assistance in the campaign now proceeding in
Asia Minor. A great responsibility rests upon those who choose
to make themselves the means of disseminating the notion in
India that in its relations with the Angora Government His
Majesty's Government has only shown another example of its
alleged hostility towards Islam, and of its resolve to crush the
last remnant of Islamic temporal power. There is not a vestige
of truth in that statement. Nothing could be further from the
truth than to say that Britain is out to destroy the Islamic power,
and let me tell you that no statement is more calculated to
tend to trouble and unrest among Indian Mahomedans. I most
earnestly hope that as a result of events that are now proceeding,
and of the efforts which are being made, as shown by the reports
of Mr. Winston Churchill's speeches on behalf of His Majesty's
Government, that their desire to bring about a reasonable
peace with Turkey will succeed. I fervently trust that the
neutrality so recently reaffirmed by His Majesty's Govern-
ment in the struggle between Greece and Turkey may be con-
tinued, and that if the conflict in the Near East must proceed,
Britain may not be compelled to depart from her declared
policy, and I trust also that a just and reasonable peace may
result from the endeavours of the Allied Powers between Greece
and Turkey, which will content the Moslems, and particularly
the Indian Moslems, who constitute so great and important
a portion of the population of His Majesty's dominions. I will
not detain you by reference in detail to other matters. I have
to say that I am naturally impressed with the difficulties which